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Duration: 00:01:04

Hello. I’m Barry Zwiers, safety compliance officer with the Department of Labor &
Industries, Division of Occupational Safety and Health.
Between 2006 and 2010, nine Washington State loggers lost their lives on the job. How
many of these deaths were preventable? The answer is: All of them.
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How & why

A 26 year old hooktender sustained fatal injuries when he was struck by a tree that had
been pushed over by the skyline.
According to coworkers, at about 3:00 on a Friday afternoon, the yarder operator sent the
carriage back to the 3-man rigging crew and signaled them that this would be the last turn
of the day. The hooktender was using a Talkie Tooter® to control the movement of the
dropline.
The hooktender gave the “go ahead” signal and the turn began to move towards the
carriage.
That’s when the turn hung-up. Co-workers said they could hear the hooktender fighting
the turn and could see that the spare lift tree was being moved by the sky line.
The hooktender signaled a stop and the crew watched the spare lift tree fall.

Duration: 00:01:04
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Consequences

It was 5 to 10 minutes before a worker found the hooktender lying on the side of a small,
steep ravine. The crew administered CPR. EMS arrived on the scene and pronounced
him deceased.

Duration: 00:00:49
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Precautions

Pre-work safety meetings can help prevent these types of accidents by planning the
work and controlling the hazards before they happen.
 All rigging crew members must be “in the clear” before giving the “go-ahead”
signal on a turn. Workers are required to be to the side and behind all logs in the
turn.
 You are not in the clear unless you are outside the swing radius of the longest log
in the turn.
 Don’t be complacent! Beware of anything the turn could move or roll toward you
and stay out of the bight of lines under tension.
 Watch out for one another and bring attention to any unsafe conditions you see.
 Don’t take chances on something you have the ability to control, it could cost you
your life.

Duration: 00:01:03

Slide 5

Notes:

Conclusion

Let’s all work together to keep Washington safe and working.
Thank you.

Duration: 00:00:08

