
 

Sample Categorizing Lifting Operations  

Lifting operations are categorized to reflect increasing risk and increasing level of control required to 

safely complete the lift.  

 

Routine Lifts  

Classifying a lifting operation as ‘routine’ does not automatically make it a safe lifting operation.  

Personnel must be trained to the site and operations.  The crane operator and riggers must know the 

gross load weight and capacity of the crane in the desired configuration with the desired lift radius.   

 

Non-Routine Lifts  

Non-routine lifts require additional planning efforts and documentation of planning with calculations. 

Example Lift Categories 

Routine Lift 

• Repetitive in nature 

• Involve loads similar in shape, size, and weight 

• Known load weight under 75% of rated chart capacity 

• Within normal operating parameters of the crane 

• Lifting over non-sensitive areas 

• Suitable environmental conditions 

• Lack of crane foundation hazards  

• Qualified personnel trained to site-specific operations 

• Standard rigging arrangements 

• Do not include factors of a non-routine lift 

• Risks are already known and mitigated 
 

Non-Routine Lift 

• Gross load of 75% or above 

• Lift operations that are complex or carried out for the first time. 

• Lift operation without use of required operational aids 

• Tandem lifts 

• Sensitive, difficult, or restricted lifting areas 

• Personnel changes during lift due to shift changeover 

• Lifting of personnel 

• Lifting over sensitive areas 

• Unsuitable or changing environmental conditions 

• Foundation hazards such as utilities, voids, excavations 

• Operator under training 

• Load is difficult to estimate weight or center of gravity 

• Non-standard rigging arrangements 

 


